io8 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
attended the Council in his capacity as Abbot of Beaulieu;1
he does not appear to have been at all a satisfactory bishop,*
and he had been deposed from his position as Abbot of
Beaulieu before being promoted to the episcopal office by
Pandul£3
Of the other bishops who were present at the Council,"
M. Richard le Poore, Bishop of Chichester, 1215-17, of
Salisbury, 1217-28, and of Durham, 1228-37, was defi-
nitely acquainted with the exact text of the decrees, and is
a very important figure in the history of the introduction
of the decrees into England and of the issuing of Bishops'
constitutions. He sat in the Lateran Council as Bishop ot
Chichester, but after his removal to Salisbury he issued the
most complete set of all thirteenth-century diocesan con-
stitutions4 which were to be a model to nearly every
subsequent publication of this sort issued by the bishops
throughout the reign of Henry III. On his translation to
the see of Durham Richard found it necessary to reissue
his Constitutions.5 There had been a vacancy in the see
between 1208 and 1217 and Richard Marsh, the prede-
cessor of M. Richard le Poore, had apparently made no
attempt to enforce the decrees or to reform the diocese,
the larger part of his time having been occupied with
affairs of state, in his capacity as chancellor to the king,6
with a quarrel with the monks of Durham over his righf
of visitation,7 and with his bodily infirmities.8 M. Richard
le Poore therefore had to introduce the decrees into the
diocese.
William of Cornhill, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield,
was present at the Lateran Council, but there is no proof
that any diocesan constitutions were issued until Bishop
Alexander Stavensby published a set sometime between
1224 and I2379 containing several of the decrees of the
Council of 1215. In the manuscriptI0 which contains them,
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